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Appendix A  

Improvements to the works at the boundary 

The applicant has produced the document ‘’Community and Local Benefits Statement (Document Reference: EN010166/9.24)’’ 

which commits to: “The exact nature and operation of the benefit fund will be finalised following further engagement with local 

stakeholders and will be formalised through a Community Fund Agreement. At this stage, the Applicant anticipates that the scope of 

the benefit fund could include the following, but this would be guided by local stakeholders: 

• STEM engagement and promotion, as well as education initiatives 

• Promotion of health and wellbeing in the local community;  

• Enhancements to public rights of way and footpaths; and  

• Nature enhancement and improved access to the natural environment. 

Flintshire County Council (FCC) were reassured to see this submission but retained concern on the commitment to deliver the last 

two bullet points (marked in bold) and is seeking a visible plan or schedule of actions to ensure that this Community Benefit is 

delivered and can be considered viable. To enhance the public right of way network (Public Footpath in this case) and provide a 

visible tangible community benefit, FCC have continuously requested a link between Public Footpath No. 28 (PF. 28) and the B5129. 

This would be a continuation of PF. 28 in a North-Westerly direction then continuing to the B5129 via the existing 

overpass/roadbridge.    

A newly-created footpath would continue to run parallel to the adjacent railway line, as PF. 28 does currently. The creation could be 

mitigated by secure fencing, which Uniper have recently undertaken along PF. 28. The relocation of the security gate near the 

overpass approximately 15 metres further back into the site would allow for this to be safely created. These are some of the 

measures that we believe can be taken to mitigate the Applicant’s Health and Safety obligations as well as National Grid’s.  

While this is predominantly a Uniper project, National Grid’s land is included in the order limits for a reason. We believe the tangible 

community benefit can still be pursued despite ownership, given that the third-party owner is National Grid (who have genuine 

interest in this project), should it be granted. 
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It should be noted that the landowner could independently enter into a Creation Agreement with the Local Authority under Section 25 

of the Highways Act to formally dedicate the proposed link, outside of the examination process and at any given time. The creation of 

any potential link would need to be created under this legislation ultimately and the applicant/landowner (Uniper/National Grid) could 

initiate that process with Flintshire County Council at the earliest convenience.  

Public Footpath No. 28 currently has no termination point and people are inadvertently (and also purposely) entering onto the 

marshland/estuary and walking on the applicants/landowners land and getting as far as the Nature Study Centre, which is a 

significant way around the back of the site. The proposed footpath improvement link would allow people to use the footpath to a 

successful termination point at the B5129, while reducing the possibility of people making their way onto the estuary land. This is 

believed to deliver a net benefit.   

Below is a plan of the proposed link possibilities as well as the suggested the improvement that would be required in relocating the 

security gate at the overpass. 
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